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1. VPL Pilot training. o JER ol

In liay 1955, a VPL officer | 25X1

R
\ |

| |had to undergo a 6-mendh Balle Weining with a guard company. .
Subsequently, he was detached for technical trainign to the Kamenz school. - 25X1
His assignment to the flying persomnel was at first refused becazuse he -
had relatives in West Germany. In January 1955, however, it was approwed.
Subsoguently, he had to undergo a medical and psycho-technical examination 25X1
includiag the following tests »

The candidate had to sit in a completely blacred»out chamber 25x1

N

while a red-white disc was rotated at high speed in front of
his eyes. In this way, his capacity for reaction was determined.
Tne reaction capacity of his ear was determined by means 01 a

sequence of sounds transmitted at different pitches

Thecretical training for student pilots comprised 12 subjects including '
navigation, instruction on the M-11 engine of the Yak-18, meteorology, - : .
radio operation (30 Morse code characters per minute), topography, aircraft |
theory etz., The marks given in the individual subjects runged from 5 to 1,

being the best mark. Only those students who were given marks 5 or 4 in the. =
theoratical subjects were admitted to flight training. The other students

could repeat the examinations 2 weeks later. Military training of the flying
personnel wags conducted for about 2 hours per week., Flizght training on A e
two-seater aireraft was given on 3 days a week. At firsh, an instruction flight .
of 20 to 30 minutes! duration was made. Subsequently, 1 or 2 local flights -~
were conducted, then horizontal flying in a specific training area, ’
curvilinear flights and landings —owre nracticed. The latter practices were :
made as follows: the aircraft cane down for landing to 1 meter above the r
ground while extending landing genr and landing flaps and subsequently '
climhed again without landing. The altitude of the apnroach was gradually
lowered until the first correct landing was made. Subseguently, 4 or 5 :
local flights werz made and the lowering of the landing flaps was practiced
After these flights, stunt and instrument flying were taken up. Formation
flying was not practiced prior to May 1955.

The order for each take-off was given via radwo. At first, the enbine

was run up on the dispersal Ljgs 3 J chme ‘
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'eupon, the alrcraft tramnlng 1nclb*,np +ra”ning

Ly. wsted 3 years. Theorsitical training took about 3 menthﬂ
Lowed Ly +r11n1np on Yak-18s that was scheduled to contimre until

I After an examination, instruction on weapornz of the Yak~ 11 was.
med to begine. The training course was said to conclude with practice

htg on NiG-15s. . . .
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2. Technizcal details of the Yak-18 aircraft,

A1l Yak-~18s are equipped with radio sets for air-to-gir snd zir-to-ground
commuricstions and for intercommunication on the aircraft. The sets are '
switehed on hy 2 buttons on the gas contreol levsr. The lower buttan enables
intercomnunication and the upper button is both for air-to-sir and air-to-ground
communicntions. The landing gear is operated by compressed air of 50 atm
pressures. The extending mechenism can be set in three positions, i. e. for
axtending and retracting, —iddle position and ventilation. The position of the
landing guenr is marked by a 4-lcmp set with grsen and red light with an
additiongl control button in case of failures. Another control is provided

by o mechanical indicator on the upper side of the leading sdgs of the wing.

The landigs brakes have an hydraulic mechanism and are operatad by foot ab

the pedal for the rudder control. A hand breke is additonaily fitted on the”
gontrcl lever; it is synchronized with the rudder movement, that weans, when

the rvdder g turned to the left, the left wheel will be braked when the

bruke 1s operated. The brakes can be applied from the seat cf the flight
instructer. The position of the landing flaps is controlled oy a mechanical
indicator. The feathering of the propeller is controlled automatically. At
cruising apecd, the average ~mber of rotations is 1,200 per miaute. The
airecraft is equipped with a radio compass in order to teke bearings of radio
beacons while approaching and crossing over them.’

413 alreraft used for ¥Tight training are equipped with ceat-iype parachutes.
During the %raining course, a routine jump from an altitude of 1,50C meters

must he mzde. The parachute is operated by hand and is also equipped with a
pra-set mecnanical release.

. ' o 25X1
3, Pilot insignia for the VPL )
© In early June 1955, it was learned that, since 25 May 1955, the VEB Schlossw
und Metellwarenfaobriken Brandenburg (metal goods factorles) have been
'workin .on tools required for the manufacture of metal insignia for the VPL. The
" insignia, about 12 cm long, allegedly represents 2 intended wings with a
round metal disc in the middle, The disc is surrounded by an unsymmetrical
oak leaf cluster and a black-red-golden cockade is in the middls of the disce.
Both dhe »im of the disc and the wings are to be beaded.
Te [:::::Lo*“e nt. The present report which dos not furnish new information 25X1

swmearizes details on initial VPL pilot training.

Z. Comment, This is the first information on the manufacture of VPL . 25X1
For sketch of insignia, see Annex. :
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air. to-ground radio sots were siiched on by pressing the upper

nmicrophone button on the gas control lever. he pilot reported:

"Ready for}ﬁyingﬂ Thereupon, the aircraft training including training

on KiG~15s sllegedly lasted ? years. Theoretical training toock about ¥ monthe
followed by training on Yak-i8s that was scheduled to continue untii

October 1955. After an examiiaticn, instruction on weapons of the Yak- 1 was
planned to begin. The training course was said to conclude with practi:

flights on ¥iC-15s. !

2. Technical details of the 1ak-18 aircraft. o

All Yak-18s are squipoed vith radio sets for air-to-air end air-to-ground

communications and for in arcommunication on the aireraft. The sets ars

switchad on by 2 buttons na the gas control lever. The lower buttun enablas

intercompmunication and th: upper button is both for air.to-air ang air-to-grovnd

communications. The landiiz gear is operated by compressed air of 50 aim

pressurve. The extending mcchanium can be set in three positions; i. e, for

extending and retracting, lddie position and ventilation. The posi&isn of the

ianding gear is marked by a 4-iamp set with green and red light with sn

additional control kutton in case of failures. Another control is provided

by a mechanical indicator ,n the uppe:r side of the leading edge of the wing.

The landirg brakes have ar hydraviic mechanism and are operated by focs at

the pedal for the rudder conirsi. 4 hand brake is additionally fitted on the

control lever; it is synchronized with the rudder movement, that means. when

the ruvdder is turwed to ih» Lefi, the left wheel will be braked when tie

brake is operated. The bra 2s can be applied from the seat of the flizit

instructor., The position ¢i the landing flaps ie controlled by a mechanical

indicater. The feathering ¢7 the propsller is controlled automatically At

cruising speed, the average mumber of rotations is 1,200 per minute. The

aircraft is equipped with a vradfo compass in order to take bearings of radic |

besons while approaching arl! crossing over them. \
\
|

A1l aircraft used for Ilight training are equipped with seat type paru:hutes.

_ During the training course, .. routine jump from an altitude of 1,500 maters
mugs be made. The parachute 33 vperated by hand and is also oquippnd with a
pre-set mechanical release.

3. Pilot insigmia for the VPL

In early June 1955, it wag lea. ned that, since 25 lMay 1955, the VEB Scaloss-
und Metallwarenfabriken Brandeidurg {(metal gcods factories) have been

working on teois rteguired for .2 manufaciure of metal insignia for the VEPL. The
imsignia, about 12 em long, al egedly represents 2 intended wings wiil a

round metal disc in the middie. The disc is surrounded by an unsymmetrical

cak leaf cluster and a bleck-rel-golden cockade is in the middls of thz disc.
Both fthe rim of the disc &nd tla wings are to be beaded. 2 |

1. | comment., The present roort which dos not furnish new information .  25X1
surparizes details on dnitial ¢PL pilot training. - ‘

2- Copment., This is the J.cst information on the manufacture of VrL 25X1
insignia. Por sketch of imsiy:iaz. see Annex. i
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